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OVERVIEW 
As part of a research report on UK Public Attitudes to Immigration, published by NIESR and Birkbeck, 

University of London, in October 2018, we reviewed the existing literature on the topic. We have 

updated this with the most recent evidence thanks to the support of the ESRC through its Impact 

Acceleration Award. The following topics are covered in the briefing: 

• How attitudes have developed over time, and how attitudes are divided 

• What drives immigration attitudes: Economic or cultural factors 

• How misperceptions and lack of knowledge affect attitudes 

• Attitudes towards different types of immigrants   

KEY TAKEAWAYS 

• British people seem to have become more positive about the economic and cultural impacts 

of immigration, especially since the Brexit referendum, but they still want to see immigration 

levels reduced. 
 

• Most evidence shows that Britain is highly divided on immigration, and these divisions are 

growing. People are divided by age, education and social class. 
   

• People’s attitudes are likely driven by both economic and cultural factors, but political 

scientists continue to debate which is more important.  
 

• Many are highly misinformed about immigration. People who lack knowledge about 

immigration tend to view it more negatively. There is still mixed and inconclusive evidence on 

whether providing information about migration changes attitudes and policy preferences.  
 

• People prefer some migrants over others. In particular, this varies by skill-level and 

perceptions of economic contribution, and there is an ‘ethnic hierarchy’ based on ethnicity, 

country of origin, religion and language.  

                                                           
1 Contact: j.runge@niesr.ac.uk  
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How immigration attitudes have developed over time 

• Coinciding with an unprecedented increase in net migration in the past two decades, immigration 

has become a highly salient issue in the UK in recent years, with more people seeing immigration 

as one of the most important issues facing the UK.  

 

• The salience of immigration declined during the economic crisis, then rose as economic concerns 

subsided. It then declined following the Brexit referendum, partly due to rise in salience of 

related topics such as EU/Brexit (Ford, 2018; Rolfe et al., 2018).  

 

Figure 1. Sources: Ipsos MORI (2019) and ONS (2019). 

 

• Public opposition to immigration has been widespread in the UK. But attitudes towards 

economic and cultural impacts have become more positive since the late-2000s and 2010s, 

especially after the Brexit referendum, and among all political divides including among Remain 

and Leave voters (Ford, 2018; Ipsos MORI, 2017, 2018).  

 

• Overall, the UK public as a whole now has a fairly balanced, and even positive, view on 

immigration. This may seem paradoxical, but it may be due to a reassurance effect among 

immigration-sceptics that the issue is finally being addressed, or a galvanising effect among those 

with positive views. Alternatively, it might be that public debate has made people more aware 

of migrants’ contributions, and that the human aspects of migration have been highlighted 

through the debate about EU citizens’ rights and the Windrush scandal (Ford, 2018, Ipsos MORI, 

2018).  

 

• While the salience and actual levels of immigration has changed, and while British people have 

changed their attitudes on economic and cultural impacts, polling data have consistently shown 

that a majority of the British public wants to see immigration levels reduced (Ipsos MORI, 2018; 

YouGov, 2018; Ford & Heath, 2015; Blinder & Allen, 2016; Duffy & Frere-Smith, 2014). There are 

some suggestions that policy preferences seem to have softened somewhat following the Brexit 

referendum (Ipsos MORI, 2019; Blinder & Richards, 2018). 
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https://medium.com/@robfordmancs/how-have-attitudes-to-immigration-changed-since-brexit-e37881f55530
https://www.niesr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/publications/FINAL%20Leverhulme%20report%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/important-issues-facing-britain
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/internationalmigration/bulletins/migrationstatisticsquarterlyreport/may2019
https://medium.com/@robfordmancs/how-have-attitudes-to-immigration-changed-since-brexit-e37881f55530
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2017-10/Shifting%20Ground_Unbound.pdf?source=post_page---------------------------
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2018-08/attitudes-to-immigration-may-2018-slides.pdf
https://medium.com/@robfordmancs/how-have-attitudes-to-immigration-changed-since-brexit-e37881f55530
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2018-08/attitudes-to-immigration-may-2018-slides.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2018-08/attitudes-to-immigration-may-2018-slides.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2018-08/attitudes-to-immigration-may-2018-slides.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2018/04/27/where-public-stands-immigration
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/38190/bsa31_immigration.pdf
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/WP-2014-117-Blinder-Allen_Media_Portrayal_Immigrants.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/publication/1970-01/sri-perceptions-and-reality-immigration-report-2013.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2018-08/attitudes-to-immigration-may-2018-slides.pdf
https://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/resources/briefings/uk-public-opinion-toward-immigration-overall-attitudes-and-level-of-concern/
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How immigration attitudes are divided 

• While the UK public as a whole are now fairly balanced, and even positive, on the impacts of 

immigration, most people don’t actual hold this balanced view: people are either positive or 

negative (Ford & Lymperopoulou, 2017). In fact, in a recent survey, Britain was the most divided 

country in Europe on immigration, and these divisions have been growing (Ford & 

Lymperopoulou, 2017). 

 

• Attitudes are divided along educational, generational and social lines. In particular, people with 

higher education tend to have more pro-immigration attitudes, and younger generations hold 

more pro-immigration views than older generations (McLaren et al., 2019; Ford & 

Lymperopoulou, 2017; Braakman et al., 2017; Heath & Richard, 2016; Ford & Heath, 2015; Duffy 

& Frere-Smith, 2014; Ford et al., 2012).  

 

• Other evidence points out that while around half of the population are at either extreme, the 

other half tend to get overlooked in the debate: they are ‘balancers’ who can see both positives 

and negatives with migration, but for whom the topic is not an important political issue (Rutter 

& Carter, 2018: Katwala et al., 2017: Katwala et al., 2014).  

 

What drives immigration attitudes: Economic or cultural factors? 

• In UK and international literature, there is disagreement on whether immigration attitudes are 

driven by or rooted in economic or cultural factors.  

 

• Economic competition theories suggest that opposition to migration will come from native 

workers who feel they lose out in the labour market to migrants with similar skill sets, or from 

natives concerned at possible impacts on public finances and services (Dustmann & Preston, 

2007; Facchini & Mayda, 2009, 2012; Braakman et al 2017; Card et al. 2012; Sides & Citrin, 2007; 

Mayda, 2006; Scheve & Slaughter, 2001; Dancygier & Donnely, 2013).  

 

• Survey studies in the UK have found correlations between anti-immigration attitudes and 

economic vulnerability and lower levels of economic satisfaction, which may indicate that 

economically insecure people may worry more about the competition from migrants (Ford & 

Lymperopoulou, 2017; Hainmueller & Hopkins, 2014; Duffy & Frere-Smith, 2014). 

 

• Many  studies, however, fail to distinguish between concerns that are self-interested (i.e. 

attitudes driven by perceived threat to own material well-being through loss of job, wages, 

welfare benefits etc.) and concerns that are socially-minded (i.e. attitudes driven by concern 

about impact on broader population, or on the country and its economy) (Rolfe et al., 2018; 

Nakata, 2017). 

 

• Studies also often neglect that while economic evidence shows that any negative economic 

effects on the broader population are very modest at best, all that matters for immigration 

attitudes is the perception of negative economic impacts, driven by perceived local and 

individual experiences (Rolfe et al., 2018; Rutter & Carter, 2018; Card et al., 2009). 

http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/39148/bsa34_immigration_final.pdf
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/39148/bsa34_immigration_final.pdf
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/39148/bsa34_immigration_final.pdf
https://nicep.nottingham.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2019-01-Mclaren-Neundorf-Paterson.pdf
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/39148/bsa34_immigration_final.pdf
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/39148/bsa34_immigration_final.pdf
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/143946/1/Are%20Immigrants%20in%20Favour%20of%20Immigration-%20Evidence%20from%20England%20and%20Wales%20MW.pdf
https://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/docs/findings/ESS7_toplines_issue_7_immigration.pdf
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/38190/bsa31_immigration.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/publication/1970-01/sri-perceptions-and-reality-immigration-report-2013.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/publication/1970-01/sri-perceptions-and-reality-immigration-report-2013.pdf
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/latest-report/british-social-attitudes-29/immigration/introduction.aspx
http://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-report.National-Conversation.17.9.18.pdf
http://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-report.National-Conversation.17.9.18.pdf
https://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Time-to-get-it-right-.pdf
https://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/How-To-Talk-About-Immigration-FINAL.pdf
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/~uctpb21/doc/viewcontent.pdf
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/~uctpb21/doc/viewcontent.pdf
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/rest.91.2.295
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-9701.2011.01427.x
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/143946/1/Are%20Immigrants%20in%20Favour%20of%20Immigration-%20Evidence%20from%20England%20and%20Wales%20MW.pdf
http://davidcard.berkeley.edu/papers/immigration-wages-compositional-amenities.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4497304?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
http://ftp.iza.org/dp1115.pdf
https://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1162/003465301750160108
https://wws.princeton.edu/system/files/research/documents/dancygier_sectoral_economies_economic_context_and_attitudes_toward_immigration.pdf
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/39148/bsa34_immigration_final.pdf
http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/39148/bsa34_immigration_final.pdf
http://cream-migration.org/publ_uploads/CDP_15_13.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/publication/1970-01/sri-perceptions-and-reality-immigration-report-2013.pdf
https://www.niesr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/publications/FINAL%20Leverhulme%20report%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.rieti.go.jp/jp/publications/dp/17e095.pdf
https://www.niesr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/publications/FINAL%20Leverhulme%20report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-report.National-Conversation.17.9.18.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1505844
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• Other studies find that higher educational levels are correlated with higher support for 

immigration (Ford et al., 2012; Hainmueller & Hiscox, 2007, 2010). This is the basis for the 

literature on cultural factors, in which it is argued that the opposition to immigration is driven 

by perceived cultural threats caused by the influx of foreigners with different cultural values 

and customs. Cultural concerns are related to perceived threats to national identity, religion, 

values and beliefs, security threats and crime (Hainmueller & Hiscox, 2007, 2010; Kaufmann, 

2018).  

 

• It is likely that both economic, cultural and other concerns are present synonymously, together 

affecting people’s attitudes to migration. Focus group research in the UK shows that people 

simultaneously hold economic concerns including about labour market and public service 

impacts, and cultural concerns often centred around anti-Muslim prejudices (Rolfe et al., 2018; 

Rutter & Carter, 2018).   

 

How misperceptions and lack of knowledge affect attitudes 

• People are highly misinformed about immigration, particularly about the proportion of migrants 

in the population and its composition, both at the national and local level (Ipsos MORI, 2014, 

2018; Blinder, 2015; Alesina et al., 2018; Ford, 2012).   

 

• People with higher education tend to have less biased perceptions on immigration while 

younger people and women are more likely to overestimate the proportion of immigrants in the 

population (Alesina et al., 2018; Grigorieff et al., 2016). People’s misperceptions also seem to be 

affected by their lived experiences: those with higher exposure to migrants have been found to 

be more likely to overestimate the migrant population, such as people with an immigrant parent, 

people living in areas with higher migrant populations and low-skilled workers in migrant-

dominated sectors (Alesina et al., 2018; Grigorieff et al., 2016; Rutter & Carter, 2018).     

 

• Misconceptions about the level of immigration are related to anti-immigrant sentiments 

(Alesina et al., 2018; Hopkins et al., 2018). However, it is uncertain whether misperceptions drive 

anti-immigrant attitudes, or vice versa, or whether a third factor drives both (Hopkins et al., 

2018).   

 

• To test this, studies have provided people with information about migration, and then tested for 

changes in knowledge, attitudes and policy preferences. Most of this literature shows that 

correcting misinformation improves knowledge, but fails to change attitudes and policy 

preferences (Hopkins et al., 2018; Sides & Citrin, 2007; Lawrence & Sides, 2014). This suggest that 

people update their beliefs about the factual information when presented with new evidence, 

but interpret these in a manner consistent with their existing anti-immigration attitudes. It is 

likely that people who, for whatever reason, have anti-immigrant attitudes may report higher 

estimates of immigration levels to rationalise and justify their argument (Hopkins et al., 2018; 

Lawrence & Sides, 2014; Albertson & Gadarian, 2014).  

 

http://www.bsa.natcen.ac.uk/media/1141/bsa29_immigration.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~jhain/Paper/IO2007.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~jhain/Paper/APSR2010.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~jhain/Paper/IO2007.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~jhain/Paper/APSR2010.pdf
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/why-culture-is-more-important-than-skills-understanding-british-public-opinion-on-immigration/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/why-culture-is-more-important-than-skills-understanding-british-public-opinion-on-immigration/
https://www.niesr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/publications/FINAL%20Leverhulme%20report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-report.National-Conversation.17.9.18.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/publication/1970-01/sri-perceptions-and-reality-immigration-report-2013.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2018-08/attitudes-to-immigration-may-2018-slides.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1467-9248.12053
http://www.antoniocasella.eu/nume/Alesina_June2018.pdf
http://www.gmfus.org/publications/parochial-and-cosmopolitan-britain-examining-social-divide-reactions-immigration
http://www.antoniocasella.eu/nume/Alesina_June2018.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp10419.pdf
http://www.antoniocasella.eu/nume/Alesina_June2018.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp10419.pdf
http://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-report.National-Conversation.17.9.18.pdf
http://www.antoniocasella.eu/nume/Alesina_June2018.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt8nc847x1/qt8nc847x1.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt8nc847x1/qt8nc847x1.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt8nc847x1/qt8nc847x1.pdf
https://escholarship.org/content/qt8nc847x1/qt8nc847x1.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4497304?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2053168014545414
https://escholarship.org/content/qt8nc847x1/qt8nc847x1.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/2053168014545414
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/260994535_Anxiety_Immigration_and_the_Search_for_Information
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• Other evidence suggests that information leads people update both their knowledge and 

attitudes towards immigration, but that they maintain their policy preferences (Grigorieff et al., 

2016). Breaking with this, our own very recent work in the UK, found positive shifts in attitudes 

and policy preferences (Ahlstrom-Vij et al., forthcoming). This is consistent with similar work in 

Japan (Facchini et al., 2016; Nakata, 2017). There are no studies on immigration which have found 

evidence of a ‘backfire effect’ in which people harden their attitudes after being presented with 

information (though see, Johnston & Ballard, 2016). 

 

Attitudes towards different types of migrants 

• There is strong evidence that people prefer some migrants over others. People’s attitudes vary 

by migrants’ ethnicity, class, skill-level, legality, region and country of origin etc. (Ford, 2011; 

YouGov, 2018; Blinder, 2015; McLaren & Johnson, 2007; Brader et al., 2008; Adida et al., 2016; 

Hainmueller & Hangartner, 2013; Hainmueller & Hopkins, 2014). There is consistent opposition 

to illegal immigration, asylum seekers, refugees, extended family members and low-skilled 

workers, compared to high-skilled workers, immediate family members and students.  

 

• The clearest distinction, found in the literature, is the higher acceptance of high-skilled workers 

and occupations compared to low-skilled (Blinder & Richard, 2018; YouGov, 2018). Recent 

research suggest that skill-level overrides concerns about other factors such as country of origin 

and religion (Blinder & Markaki, 2018). 

 

• The most common interpretation for the higher support for high-skilled migrants is related to the 

higher economic benefits of welcoming high-skilled migrants, due to their ability to support 

themselves through employment and paying taxes (Blinder & Markaki, 2018; Blinder & Richard, 

2018; Hainmueller & Hiscox, 2010; Crawley, 2005; Ford, 2011).  

 

• But focus group research has shown that public support centres more around migration that is 

economically beneficial and socially useful rather than necessarily high-skilled (Rolfe et al., 

2018; Rutter and Carter, 2018; Newman et al., 2017). ). Importantly, low-skilled migration may 

be understood differently by the public compared to how it is defined in the immigration system, 

and by experts and policymakers (Runge, 2019; Home Affairs Committee, 2018).     

 

• People express more support for low-skilled migrants when questioned about specific jobs rather 

than in generic terms as low-skilled work, and readily acknowledge the contribution of some low-

skilled professions in filling labour market shortages (Rolfe et al., 2018; Rutter & Carter, 2018; 

Home Affairs Committee, 2018). This research suggests that the term ‘low-skilled’ may carry 

negative connotations and may be short-hand for other negatively-viewed characteristics such 

as low-contribution, ‘benefit tourism’ and illegality (Rolfe et al., 2019; Runge, 2019). 

 

 

• There is also evidence of an ‘ethnic hierarchy’ by country of origin, and religion, language and 

cultural factors. Surveys show a clear pattern where British people are more accepting of White, 

English-speaking, European and Christian countries compared to non-White, non-Europeans 

http://ftp.iza.org/dp10419.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp10419.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/dp10420.pdf
https://www.rieti.go.jp/jp/publications/dp/17e095.pdf
https://www.tessexperiments.org/data/johnstonbr4.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1369183X.2011.572423
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2018/04/27/where-public-stands-immigration
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1467-9248.12053
http://eprints.gla.ac.uk/81181/
http://pscourses.ucsd.edu/ps100da/Brader%20What%20Triggers%20Public%20Opposition%20to%20Immigration.pdf.pdf
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674504929
http://www.hangartner.net/files/passportapsr.pdf
http://cream-migration.org/publ_uploads/CDP_15_13.pdf
http://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/BRIEFING-Public-Opinion-pdf.pdf
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2018/04/27/where-public-stands-immigration
https://www.reminder-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/D10.2-Final-June-2018-with-cover.pdf
https://www.reminder-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/D10.2-Final-June-2018-with-cover.pdf
http://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/BRIEFING-Public-Opinion-pdf.pdf
http://migrationobservatory.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/BRIEFING-Public-Opinion-pdf.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~jhain/Paper/APSR2010.pdf
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/WP-2005-023-Crawley_Attitudes_Asylum_Immigration.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1369183X.2011.572423
https://www.niesr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/publications/FINAL%20Leverhulme%20report%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.niesr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/publications/FINAL%20Leverhulme%20report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-report.National-Conversation.17.9.18.pdf
http://2ihmoy1d3v7630ar9h2rsglp-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Open-Europe_Immigration-Public-Opinion_211217.pdf
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/public-perceptions-skill/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmhaff/500/500.pdf
https://www.niesr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/publications/FINAL%20Leverhulme%20report%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.britishfuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Final-report.National-Conversation.17.9.18.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmhaff/500/500.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/002795011924800109
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/public-perceptions-skill/
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and Muslim countries – a pattern which is also found in other European countries (Ford, 2011; 

Gorodzeisky & Semyonov, 2019).   

 

• People’s beliefs about the composition of migrants in the UK population is strongly associated 

with their attitudes. For instance, those who view immigrants as asylum seekers and permanent 

immigrants are more likely to support reductions in immigration levels (Blinder, 2013). However, 

it is unclear whether this is because the misperception drives negative attitudes; whether the 

negative attitude leads people to rationalise their view; or it could be a third factor affecting both.  

 

• Some migrant groups are also associated with specific immigration concerns. For instance, 

people tend to express cultural and security concerns about Muslim migrants, and economic and 

crime concerns about Eastern Europeans (Hellwig & Sinno, 2016; Stansfield & Stone, 2018). 

 

• Focus group research has shown that people sometimes speak interchangeably about different 

types of migrants, including EU and non-EU (Rolfe et al., 2018). This should not be surprising in a 

media environment where refugees, asylum seekers and migrants are often conflated (Baker et 

al., 2008). Surveys that ask about support or opposition to “immigrants”, as an umbrella term, 

should therefore be cautious. These studies risk neglecting people’s “imagined immigration’, 

e.g. what they understand by the term ‘immigrant’ and their beliefs about the composition of 

migrants in the population (Blinder, 2015; Ford, 2011).  

 

Notes 

The complete evidence review can be found in the full report. This provides a comprehensive review of the 
literature, including weighing up different evidence sources, and discussing the debates in the literature in more 
detail. 

 

Other recent NIESR outputs on UK public immigration attitudes 

Immigration Policy from Post-War to Post-Brexit: How New Immigration Policy Can Reconcile Public Attitudes 

and Employer Preferences – open-access journal paper by Rolfe, H., Runge, J. & Hudson-Sharp, N. (2019) 

EU migrants contribute to UK public finances, but the money hasn't gone where it's needed – blog by Runge, J. 

(2019) in LSE British Politics and Policy  

Why the government’s crackdown on low-skilled migration is at odds with the public mood – blog by Runge, J. 

(2019) in LSE British Politics and Policy  

This is what the British public really think about migrant workers - article by Rolfe, H (2018) in The Independent  

Are Britons Really Softening on Immigration? – blog by Runge, J. (2019) on Project Syndicate 

People’s perceptions of EU immigration: It’s the economy, stupid! – blog by Runge, J. (2019) on NIESR blog 

 

Other useful overviews on UK public immigration attitudes  

Blinder, S. and Richards, L. (2018) Briefing: UK Public Opinion toward Immigration: Overall Attitudes and Level 
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